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Tsuguharu Fouyjita and his Companions
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This exhibition aims to praise the great works of Foujita Tsuguharu, a painter who succeeded in
France and Japan. Also, this exhibition is memorializing 160tt anniversary of relation between
France and Japan. They will be four chapters, exhibiting the works of Ecole de Paris and Japanese
artists with a focus on Foujita.

In 1913, Foujita left for France, to improve himself in the floral city of Paris where artists with
various nationalities lived in. He created he’s own style, which was drawing on the “milky white”
canvas with Japanese brush. Many Japanese painters visited Foujita who became a shining art star
of the Ecole de Paris. With his guidance some Japanese artists like Ebihara Kinosuke, Kono Misao
succeed in Paris. Foujita stayed in Europe during World War 1 , however, after the outbreak of World
WarlIl, he was forced to go back to Japan. He continued painting with his companion’s art group
“Nika-kai”. After the war, he went back to France though America, and in 1955, he became a
naturalized French citizen. Later, Foujita was baptized as a Catholic, and changed his name to
Leonard Foujita.

The exhibition will trace how Foujita succeeded in Japan and France, by exhibiting his and his

friend’s artworks.
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